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The Croatian parliament has passed a law forcing shops to close on Sundays in a concession to the 

Roman Catholic church. 

The church has campaigned for years for Sundays to be devoted to family or Mass in Croatia, which is 

almost 90 percent Roman Catholic. But Croatians have begun spending weekends in shopping malls 

that have flourished across the country in the past few years and remain open seven days a week. 

The law adopted Tuesday and goes into effect Jan. 1. It allows Sunday shopping over the summer and 

Christmas holidays. 

 

The law also allows stores in gas, bus and train stations to open on Sundays year-round, along with 

those in hospitals. Bakeries, newsstands and flower shops are also exempt from the ban. 
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